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appreciate what you are doing very 
much. Certainly, it is something that 
we need to do, and we must do. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to stress 
the importance of equal voting rights 
for everyone. Just over a week ago, I 
traveled to Selma with several of my 
colleagues to retrace the steps of those 
who shed blood as they tried, again, to 
gain equal access to the ballot box. 

As a professor for 40 years at Bennett 
College in North Carolina, I made sure 
that the students that passed through 
my classroom and our campus knew 
just how important it was to have their 
voices heard, and to this day, students 
know: ‘‘Bennett Belles are voting 
belles.’’ 

In 2013, the Supreme Court struck 
down a major provision of the Voting 
Rights Act limiting Federal oversight 
over State voting laws. Sadly, my 
home State of North Carolina quickly 
implemented voting laws that dis-
enfranchise voters by making cuts to 
early voting, reenforcing strict ID re-
quirements, and ending some 
preregistration programs which did not 
allow young high school students to be 
able to register to vote. 

As I think about those who risked 
their lives in order to exercise their 
right to vote, I cannot believe that 50 
years later, in 2015, that simple free-
dom given to us in the Constitution is 
still under attack. 

It is time for all of us, Mr. Speaker, 
to come together to restore the Voting 
Rights Act, to ensure that every 
voter—no matter their race, no matter 
their class or creed—can make their 
voice heard and elect the leaders of 
their choice. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. I thank the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina, 
again, for her insight and comments. 

Here we are, 50 years removed from 
Selma, 50 years after Americans— 
young and old, Black, White, Asian, 
Hispanic, Native American, Jewish— 
made a decision to stand up for what 
they knew was right. They stood up for 
democracy and demanded fair and un-
obstructed access to the ballot. 

As you have heard this hour, the evo-
lution to the America we are today has 
been a long and challenging journey. 
The Voting Rights Act has done much 
to make our Union more perfect, but 
the strength of the Voting Rights Act 
has been diminished. With new, dis-
criminatory laws on the books, this 
Congress must act. This Congress can 
pass a bipartisan bill that extends sec-
tion 5 of the Voting Rights Act. 

As was the case in Selma, the law is 
not equal for all. We must unite, as we 
did then. I urge my colleagues to take 
up this important issue and strengthen 
the Voting Rights Act. 

I would like to take this time to 
thank the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) and all my col-
leagues who took the time to speak to 
us this evening. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 

my colleagues Congressmen PAYNE and 

KELLY for leading the Congressional Black 
Caucus Special Order Hour. 

Mr. Speaker, fifty years ago 600 men and 
women began a peaceful march in Selma, 
Alabama to demand their full and equal right 
to participate in our democracy. Their quest 
for equal voting rights was met with physical 
violence and racial hatred on what has be-
come known as ‘‘Bloody Sunday.’’ 

The marchers were turned back that day, 
but they remained steadfast. With unwavering 
determination, residents of Selma, civil rights 
activists, and inspired people from across the 
nation completed the march from Selma to 
Montgomery. Their heroism was instrumental 
in the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965; a watershed bipartisan action of the 
U.S. Congress. 

Fifty years later, on the anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday, I stood with President Obama 
and my House and Senate colleagues to 
honor the legacy of those brave foot soldiers 
for justice. But unfortunately, the battle wages 
on. There is still much to be done to ensure 
the sacrifice of those marchers was not in 
vain. 

The Supreme Court’s decision in Shelby 
County v. Holder to strike down Section 4 of 
the Voting Rights Act left many Americans 
more vulnerable to voting discrimination. In the 
absence of this historic safeguard, numerous 
states have attempted to suppress voting 
through restrictive voter ID laws and limits on 
early voting. My home state of Ohio is one of 
them. 

Congress must act to restore Section 4 of 
the Voting Rights Act and update critical voter 
protections. In 2015, no eligible citizen should 
be disenfranchised. No eligible citizen should 
be denied full participation in our democracy. 
Let us recommit to rejecting intolerance and 
injustice in all forms, and continue the fight for 
equal voting rights for all Americans. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS 
TO THE NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL 
QUALITY AND INTEGRITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1011c, 
and the order of the House of January 
6, 2015, of the following individuals on 
the part of the House to the National 
Advisory Committee on Institutional 
Quality and Integrity for a term of 6 
years: 

Upon the recommendation of the Mi-
nority Leader: 

Dr. George T. French, Fairfield, Ala-
bama 

Dr. Kathleen Sullivan Alioto, New 
York, New York 

Mr. Ralph A. Wolff, Oakland, Cali-
fornia 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. GRANGER (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of a 
function in the district. 

Mr. ROSKAM (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and the balance 
of the week on account of the passing 
of his father. 

Mr. HINOJOSA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California (at 
the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today on 
account of business in the district. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 28 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 17, 2015, at 10 a.m. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 639. A bill to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act with respect to 
drug scheduling recommendations by the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
and with respect to registration of manufac-
turers and distributors seeking to conduct 
clinical testing; with an amendment (Rept. 
114–41, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 647. A bill to amend title XII 
of the Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize certain trauma care programs, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 114–42). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 648. A bill to amend title XII 
of the Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize certain trauma care programs, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 114–43). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan: Committee on 
House Administration. House Resolution 132. 
Resolution providing for the expenses of cer-
tain committees of the House of Representa-
tives in the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress. (Rept. 114–44). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on the Judiciary discharged 
from further consideration. H.R. 639 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. MCHENRY: 
H.R. 1365. A bill to prevent the reclassifica-

tion of certain ammunition as armor pierc-
ing ammunition; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. LUMMIS (for herself and Mr. 
LAMALFA): 

H.R. 1366. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to set the retirement bene-
fits age for today’s eight-year-olds at age 70; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. RADEWAGEN (for herself and 
Mr. SABLAN): 

H.R. 1367. A bill to amend the Expedited 
Funds Availability Act to clarify the appli-
cation of that Act to American Samoa and 
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